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San Diego Environmental Literacy in Action
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Students visit the garden frequently and have a chance to observe any changes in the plants and
animals found there. They study different plant species and learn how the local Native Americans, the
Kumeyaay, used the plants. By adding this human element, students gain a greater appreciation for
the native vegetation of the San Diego region. Students create projects to share their knowledge of
the interesting features of our local ecosystems.

Connections to Other Disciplines
Art - leaf rubbings

English/Language Arts - Reading about native plants, animals, and the Kumeyaay. Create written
products about the project.

Resources (Field Trips. Speakers, etc):

Natural Connections - San Diego County Office of Education’s science and history-social science
aligned Kumeyaay curriculum. http://www.sdcoe.net/Iret2/hss/?loc=nc

Mission Trails Regional Park- offers guided hikes for classes that give information about ethnobotany.
http://www.mtrp.org/school_trips.asp

Torrey Pines State Reserve- offers free docent-led hikes and pre- and post- activities for the classroom
on a variety of topics, including the Kumeyaay.
http://www.torreypine.org/education/teachers-corner.html

The San Diego Natural History Museum

» The exhibit “Earth, Wind, and Wildfire” is now closed, but the Web site and lots of information are
still available. http://www.sdnhm.org/exhibits/fire/index.html

 Contact the volunteer Canyoneers to see if a walking tour of an area near your school site can be
arranged. http://www.sdnhm.org/canyoneers/index.html
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